
 
 
 
 
Various African ambassadors in China have met
with officials in the Chinese office to address
growing concerns that African nationals in China
are mistreated due to their race. A note was also
sent to China’s top diplomat, Wang Yi,
condemning the mistreatment of African citizens.
The concerns centre mainly around Guangzhou in
the south of China, which has a sizeable African
population.
 
There are reports that African nationals in China
have been evicted from their apartments, forced
to take coronavirus tests without being told the
results, and had service refused to them on
account of their nationality. African citizens have
also been threatened with the seizure of their
passports, revocation of visas, and even possible
deportation. 
 
There are concerns among Chinese citizens that
African nationals could introduce a ‘second wave’
of the coronavirus, which is largely under control
in China. Some Africans living Guangzhou have
been forced to go into quarantine despite testing
negative for coronavirus. 
 
There are fears that the situation could plunge
China-Africa relations into a diplomatic crisis.
Chinese ambassadors in Ghana, Ethiopia, and
Nigeria were some of the foreign officials who
were called by their host countries to account for
the alleged racism.   Moussa Faki Mahamat, the
chairperson of the African Union Commission,
personally
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personally invited the Chinese ambassador to the
African Union, Liu Yuxi, to discuss the situation.
 
The open criticism of China is unusual, as China is
one of Africa’s biggest lending partners, and as
such, relations have largely been friendly. Official
Chinese figures note that trade between China
and Africa was worth $209 billion in 2019. China
had backed a number of key infrastructure
projects on the continent as part of its Belt and
Road initiative, namely the railway lines in Kenya
and Ethiopia, and a port in Djibouti. 
 
There are fears that the xenophobia experienced
by African nationals in China could lead to a
breakdown in relations between African countries
and China. Chinese officials insist that all Chinese
citizens and foreigners are treated equally, and
that China opposes all forms of discrimination.
 
 
 
 
 
At least 28 people have died in two seperate
ethnically motivated attacks in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. All the victims were
members of the Hema ethnic community. 
 
The alleged assailants were members of CODECO
(Cooperative for the Development of Congo).
CODECO is   a political-religious militia from the
Lendu ethnic group. They operate predominantly
in northeast DRC, on the Ugandan border.
 
Many fear that the recent attacks could spark a
resurgence of ethnically motivated violence in the
region
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Header: The Congo River near Isangi, DRC [cropped] – Roberto Saltori (flickr.com)
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region. Traditionally, members of the Lendu
ethnic group have been farmers, and members of
the Hama community have been herders and
traders. The two groups have a history of violence
in Ituri, a gold and oil-rich province in the DRC.
 
Tens of thousands have been killed in ethnic
violence between 1993 and 2003, according to the
United Nations. Majority of the victims have been
from the Hema community.
 
 
 
 
 
Chad’s chief prosecutor has announced that 44
members of Boko Haram have allegedly been
poisoned while detained in a prison in Chad. The
prisoners were found dead in their cells, and
autopsies revealed traces of a lethal substance
that caused heart attacks and asphyxiation. The
government is investigating the cause of the lethal
substance.
 
The 44 men were among a group of 58 men
captured by the Chad army in late March.
President Idriss Deby launched the operation in
March, and focused his attention around Lake
Chad. Mr Deby had announced earlier this year
that Chad will not continue to fight in the regional
battle against armed groups like Boko Haram, but
will focus its efforts on operations within the
country.
 
It is alleged that the soldiers suffered
mistreatment in the jail while awaiting trial.
Mahamat Nour Ahmed Ibedou, secretary-general
of the Chadian Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights, has supported allegations that the
58 soldiers were placed in a single cell and
refused food and water for three days.
 
 
 
 
 
The recent crash in oil prices has sent shockwaves
through Africa’s major producers of oil, Angola
and Nigeria. The crash is the result of lowered
demand for oil due to the pandemic, and a price
war
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war between Russia and Saudi Arabia.
 
Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy, produces 2.5
million barrels of oil per day, which contributes
almost 10 per cent to the country’s GDP. Angola
produces 1.9 million barrels, which constitutes a
third of its GDP and 90 per cent of its exports. 
 
The price plummet comes at a very difficult time
for the countries. Most resources and funds are
being diverted in order to tackle the growing
threat of the pandemic in these countries, leaving
little chance for the countries to diversify their
economies. Oil-rich African countries are also
reliant on the income generated by oil exports,
but as global demand for oil plummets, due to
decreased air travel and transport, these
countries are losing revenue precisely when they
need it most. Many economists are also worried
about emerging oil economies such as Ghana,
Kenya and Uganda.
 
 
 
IMF: The International Monetary Fund has warned
that no country in Africa will be spared from the
economic crisis caused by the coronavirus. The
conditions are worsened by plunging oil prices. Oil
exporting countries such as Nigeria will be
particularly hard hit.
 
G20: The G20 has suspended debt for the world’s
poorest countries, including some African
countries. 39 of the 48 countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa will have their debt services to the IMF and
World Bank suspended. 
 
South Africa will slowly begin to lift restrictions:
After more than four weeks in stage 5 lockdown,
under which all non-essential activity was banned,
South Africa will begin to lower to stage 4
lockdown in early May.
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